
When youõre with Jesus, 

youõre safe. Thatõs why Je-

sus says (John 14:6) òI am 

the way, the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.ó 

Thatõs why St. Peter says of 

Jesus (Acts 4:12) òthere is 

salvation in no one else, for 

there is no other name un-

der heaven given among 

men by which we must be 

saved.ó And thatõs why St. 

Paul says (First Timothy 2:5) 

òthere is one mediator be-

tween God and men, the 

man Christ Jesus.ó 

When youõre with Jesus, 

youõre safe. Youõre covered 

with Christ in your baptism 

(Galatians 3:27). You can 

come down the mountain 

with him. You can take up 

your cross and follow him. 

You can go through the val-

ley of the shadow of death 

with him, because when 

youõre with Jesus, youõre 

safe. So bring on Lent. 

LENT 

It is that time of the year 

when weõve had enough of 

winter already, havenõt we? 

No. Here comes Lent. If 

winter dragging on and on 

isnõt enough to put you in 

the dumps, then maybe 

Lent will do it for you. Just 

pick out what youõre going 

to deprive yourself of and 

let the suffer-fest begin! 

Well, actually Lent is all 

about the grace of God, and 

so it is no accident that the 

hinge between Epiphany 

and Lent is the Transfigura-

tion of Our Lord. The Trans-

figuration sets the table. 

The Transfiguration brings 

holiness and grace together 

in complete harmony.  He-

brews 12 tells us that with-

out holiness no one will see 

the Lord, so holiness mat-

ters, though we Lutherans 

donõt talk about it very 

much, except at Lent.  

Hereõs the setting: a high 

mountain, a cloud, radi-

ance, and a voice. If you 

didnõt know that we were 

talking about the Transfigu-

ration, you could just as 

easily think of Mount Sinai, 

Moses, and the Ten Com-

mandments.  A high moun-

tain, a cloud, radiance, and 

a voice, a scary voice, the 

thundering voice of the law, 

the definer of holiness.  

In our sinfulness, our lack of 

holiness, we canõt see God 

and live. Itõs scary to be 

overshadowed by that cloud 

and hear that voice. Itõs 

dangerous.  

éand yet, Peter, James, and 

John lived, and they were 

men just like you and I. 

They lived because when 

the cloud, the voice, and 

the radiance cleared away, 

Jesus was still there with 

them.  When youõre with 

Jesus youõre safe. The holi-

ness of God doesnõt destroy 

you because you have Je-

susõ holiness. He traded it 

for your sinfulness which 

was then obliterated, 

smashed to smithereens, 

on the cross. Thatõs where 

your unholiness went, pul-

verized into a thousand 

pieces.  
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THANK YOU! 

Sausage Sale 2009  

The 2009 Sausage Sale is over.  We thank everyone for 

their support in purchasing the items.  Our thanks also to 

the volunteers who helped make this event a success.  

We made a total of more than $650.00 to help the min-

istries and needs of St. John.  

Blood Drive  

The blood drive at St. John on Sunday, January 24, was 

a success.  Twenty -six persons came to donate blood 

and twenty - two pints of blood were received.  This num-

ber means that 66  people will receive a pint of this 

blood.  What a blessing!  

Thanks to all the donors and to Jackie Harris for her as-

sistance in serving the donors.  

Next Blood Drive  

April 18, 2010  

Please donate, if you are able.  

March                       2010  

Page 2  



March                       2010  

When Samuel was seeking someone to suc-

ceed Saul as King of Israel, he examined 

the sons of Jesse.  In that process, he con-

sidered their stature and physical charac-

teristics in great detail, only to be told by 

God, òMan looks at the outward appear-

ance, but the Lord looks at the heart.ó 

That modus operandi on 

Godõs part has not changed 

over the centuries of time.  

He still looks at the hearts of 

men and women. He is not as 

interested in how things ap-

pear on the outside, but what 

they are really like on the 

inside.  And Godõs scrutiny extends to 

every area of our lives, including our giv-

ing. 

Specifically, He wants to know not just 

what or when we are giving, but why.   He 

is not so concerned about the amount or 

the percentage but with the reason or mo-

tive why we give. Itõs not that amounts or 

percentages are not important, for they 

certainly are.  But what is of greater im-

portance is why we give. 

If we only give out of a sense of duty, to 

impress someone, to keep a commitment 

we made, or to òdo our part,ó weõve 

missed the point.  If we only give a certain 

amount or percentage because weõve al-

ways given that way, weõve missed the 

point.  If we parcel out money to help 

òpoor olõ God pay His bills,ó weõve missed 

the point.  

God owns it all!  He doesnõt need our money 

to pay His bills.  He doesnõt want us to give 

out of a sense of obligation or duty or habit.  

Nor does He want us to give to impress some-

one else.  He wants us to give out of hearts 

motivated by love for Him in response to His 

love for us.  He wants us to give as part of our 

worship and praise to Him.  He 

wants us to give because giving is 

part of His way of growing Chris-

tians.  

Thereõs an old Indian fable about 

a mouse who, like all mice, was 

afraid of cats. A wizard felt sorry 

for him and offered to help him 

lose his fear.  With the mouseõs approval, the 

wizard turned him into a cat.  The cat, how-

ever, was afraid of dogs, so the wizard turned 

the cat into a dog.  But the dog was afraid of 

tigers, so the wizard turned the dog into a 

tiger.  When the wizard discovered the tiger 

was afraid of hunters, he exclaimed in dis-

gust, òyouõre hopeless.  What you need is a 

change of heart.  And that I cannot give you.ó 

If our giving is motivated by anything other 

than a heart of love for God, we need a 

change of heart.  We need to realize afresh 

that God owns everything and that we are 

just managers and stewards.  We need to re-

alize that when we give, we are only giving 

back to God what was rightfully His in the 

first place.  And we need to understand that 

when we give out of love for God and not out 

of habit or duty or obligation, we are giving in 

a way that truly honors and glorifies Him.  

Applying Biblical Principles  
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FOOD DRIVE 

On March 21, 2010, there will be a food drive to help support the 

Hispanic outreach center, a ministry of Lutheran Child and Family 

Services. You may leave your donations at the altar before or after services. 

Recommended donations include: rice, beans (both dried and canned), canned 

chilies and tomatoes, plus any non-perishable items. 

Thank you for your support 
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Art, Architecture and Artistry  

Tour Historic St. John Lutheran 

Church  

Saturday, March 13, 2010  

Tours given between 1:00pm ð

4:00pm  

Join a tour and find out who donated 

the baptismal font.  Do you know 

how many pieces of marble were 

used to carve it?  Do you know 

when it was dedicated?  Find out 

many interesting facts about the in-

ternational art and architecture of 

our beautiful church.  Bring a friend.  
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This year we have adopted a year-long mission pro-

ject for Sunday School.  We are supporting Compassionate 

Social Care Ministries (CSCM).  Led by Rev. Dennis and 

Deaconess Lorna Meeker, both serving under the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church in Kenya, CSCM acts as a means to 

show the love of Christ to orphans and other vulnerable chil-

dren in Kenya. 

We first became involved with CSCM during our 

2009 VBS program.  We taught the children where Kenya 

was, and what life was like for these children and why they 

needed our help. 

In October, we hosted guest speaker, Jacob Fraher, 

who spoke to our Sunday School children and the adult bible 

class.  Jacob has been to Kenya several times to visit with 

the CSCM children and help out Pastor Meeker and Lorna.  

Jacob was very enthusiastic about this mission and we en-

joyed his stories and pictures of the children.   

In November, we hosted the coffee hour one Sunday 

between services.  Our Sunday School families brought in 

coffee cakes, muffins and other baked goods for the congre-

gation to enjoy.  All donations received went to CSCM. 
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Sunday School Mission Project  

In December we had our first ñMission 

Offering Boxò collection.  A few months prior to 

this, the children had decorated mission-offering 

boxes.  They are keeping these boxes at home to 

collect money when they are able.  Every few 

months, they will bring the boxes in for a group 

collection and then take them back home to con-

tinue collecting. 

In January, we wrote letters to the Kenyan 

children.  We are hoping to get letters back from 

them.  The confirmation class also gave crosses 

(made by Kenyan women) to the Sunday School 

children.   

 To date, we have collected almost $900 

for CSCM.  The majority of these funds went to 

CSCMôs year-end campaign, ñ1000 Strongò.  The 

goal of this campaign was to receive 1,000 dona-

tions of $10 each.  $10,000 was needed by Janu-

ary 1 to pay for school fees. 

 Thanks to everyone who has supported our 

mission project.  Please keep Compassionate Social 

Care Ministries in your prayers. 

 


